
Matthew Ch. 4  1 of 9 
M. K. Scanlan 

 

Matthew Chapter 4 
 
 Innocence vs:  righteousness – Holiness.   

 
 Righteousness is the maintenance of innocence in the presence of temptation. 

 
 Adam & Eve were created or born innocent, without sin – but when the tempter 

came they were unable, or un-willing to maintain that innocence. 
 

 
V: 1 Jesus was led by the Holy Spirit.  (Baptized in Holy Spirit        public ministry) 
 

Spiritual blessings / highs followed by 
battles & spiritual warfare.  To be tempted / tested by the Devil.  Why? 

 
1. For our sakes & benefit, to show us that God can’t be tempted.  Who He is. 
 

James 1:13 “Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God; 
for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth He any man:” 

 
2. To relate to us. 

 
Hebrews 4:15 “For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched 

with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we 
are, yet without sin.” 

 
3. It was the Father’s will.  Jesus was led by the Spirit. 

 
John 4:34 “Jesus saith unto them, My meat is to do the will of Him that 

sent Me, and to finish His work.” 
 
John 6:38 “For I came down from heaven, not to do Mine own will, but 

the will of Him that sent Me.” 
 

The patriarch Job recognized that there was a basic problem with man kind: 

Job 9:33 “Neither is there any daysman betwixt us, that might lay His hand 
upon us both.” 

 
 Results: Jesus as our great High Priest becomes our daysman – go 

between, our redeemer.  Doing the Father’s will He comes to die on 
the cross for our sins and paving our way to the Father. 

 
 What we need is a mediator between a Holy and a Righteous God, and sinful 

man, and Jesus is exactly that for us. 
 

1 Timothy 2:5 “For there is one God and one Mediator between God and 
men, the Man Christ Jesus,” 

 
 He became a man so He could touch us, He continued to be God so He could 

touch God also. 
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V: 2 Jesus fasted 40 days and 40 nights, the end of human endurance. 
 

 Moses (received 10 commandments) and Elijah (fleeing from Jezebel) both fasted 40 days.  
Exodus 34:28, 1 Kings 19:8 
 

 40 days Law /    40 days  Grace 
 

 Matthew happens to be the 40th book in the Bible. 
 

 40 is the number for judgment / Noah’s flood.  
 

 After 7 days, hunger pangs disappear, then when they come back,  
 
 
V: 3 Some of our greatest trials come when we are hungry and tired:  

Jesus was physically tired and weak, 
that’s when Satan showed up. 

 
 Following the statement by God in Matthew 3:17. 

 
Matthew 3:17 “… This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” 
 

 It is not so much “if” but “since” you are the Son of God – showing contempt. 
 
 Command – show me a sign, a wonder, a trick.  Matthew 12:39 

 
Matthew 12:39 “But He answered and said unto them, an evil and 

adulterous generation seeks after a sign, and no sign will be given to it but 
the sign of the prophet Jonah.”  

 
 When Jesus was to be judged by Herod; he wanted essentially to see a miracle, 

but more like a trick – he wanted to be entertained – and Jesus wouldn’t even 
talk to him. 

 
 Lust of the flesh – Eve. 

 
1 John 2:15-17 “15Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world.  

If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.  16For all 
that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the 
pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.  17And the world 
passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God 
abideth forever.” 

 
 Satan is suggesting:  use your spiritual powers to feed your physical needs.  Let 

the Spirit serve the flesh, let the Spirit be in subjection to the flesh.  Subordinate 
the Spiritual to the fleshly. 

 
 The Bible teaches us that the life of the Spirit, and in the Spirit is what is 

important, more important that the life of / in the flesh. 
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 Jesus tells us: 

Matthew 6:31-32a “31Therefore take no thought, saying, what shall we eat? Or 
what shall we drink?  Or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed”  32For after all 
these things do the Gentiles seek:….” 

 
 That is what the world does, the mind of the flesh.  Jesus wants us to have the 

mind of the Spirit. 
 

Matthew 6:32b-33 “32… for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of 
all these things.  33But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and His 
righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.” 

 
 
V: 4 Jesus is fully God, and at the same time He is fully man.   
 

 Jesus faced these temptations as a man, the Son of Man.  He responded that 
“man shall not live by ….” 

 
 Jesus responded with the Word of God, quoting Deuteronomy 8:3. 

 
“It is written, man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds 
from the mouth of God.” Describing a total dependency upon God’s word. 

 
 Job 23:12 “Neither have I gone back from the commandment of His lips; I  
  have esteemed the words of His mouth more than my necessary food.” 
 
 Psalm 119:105 “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.”  
 

Galatians 5:16  “If ye walk in the Spirit and ye shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh.” 
 

 Allowing God to direct and guide our lives, walking after the Spirit and the things 
of the Spirit.  

 Determining to place our trust in the Word of God and to live after the Spirit. 
 

 Temptation:  Food vs the Father’s will, timing, the cross. 
 
 Jesus would later say: 

 John 4:34 “… My meat is to do the will of Him that sent Me, and to finish His  
  work.” 
 

John 6:38 “For I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will 
of Him that sent Me.” 

 
 
V: 5-6 Satan misquotes & takes away from the scripture – Pride of life.  
 
 Psalm 91:11-12 “11For He shall give His angels charge over thee, to keep 

 thee in all thy ways.  12They shall bear thee up in their hands, lest thou 
 dash thy foot against a stone.” 
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 He leaves “to keep thee in all thy ways” out of Psalm 91:11-12.  - Compare - 

 
 So you have faith in the Word?  Prove it!  Do something spectacular! 

1 John 2:15-17 “15Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world.  
If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.  16For all 
that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the 
pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.  17And the world 
passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God 
abideth forever.” 

 
 The enemy’s tactics have not changed from the beginning: 

 
 Genesis 3:1-5 “1Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of 

the field which the Lord God had made.  And he said unto the woman, 
yea, hath God said, (questioning the word) ye shall not eat of every tree of the 
garden? (Misquoting the word of God, making God to be unreasonable)  2And the woman 
said unto the serpent, we may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden: 
3But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath 
said, ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die. (Eve, mis-

quoting / adding to the word of God) 4And the serpent said unto the woman, ye 
shall not surely die: (contradicting the word of God) 5For God doth know that in the 
day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as 
gods, knowing good and evil.” (Blaspheming God’s character and intentions)  

 

  
6And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, (lust of the flesh) 
and that it was pleasant to the eyes, (lust of the eyes) and a tree to be desired 
to make one wise, (pride of life) she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and 
gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat.”  

 
Tactics of the enemy: 

1. Questioning the Word of God. 
2. Mis-quoting the Word of God. 
3. Contradicting the Word of God. 
4. Blaspheming God. 

 
 
1 Corinthians 11:31 “For if we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged.” 

 
 Judging our own actions, and thoughts in light of God’s Word, and the tactics of the enemy, where do 

they fit? 

 
V: 7 Jesus responds again; “it is written” – quoting Deuteronomy 6:16. 
 
 Psalm 119:165 “Great peace have they which love thy law: and nothing shall 
  offend them / cause them to stumble.” 
 
 Acts 17:11 “These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they  
  received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures  
  daily, whether those things were so.” 



Matthew Ch. 4  5 of 9 
M. K. Scanlan 

 
 
1 Corinthians 2:12-13  “12Now we have received, not the spirit of the 

world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are 
freely given to us of God.  13Which things also we speak, not in the words 
which man’s wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; 
comparing spiritual thing with spiritual.” 

 
 Comparing scripture with scripture, the whole counsel, looking at in context, a 

consistent message. 
 

 There are many people who have built doctrines upon portions of scripture. 

 If you take a scripture out of its context, you can give it an entirely different 
meaning.  

 You may have you heard people say, “Well, the scriptures says to “work out your 
own salvation with fear and trembling.”’ (Philippians 2:12)  

 So you are to work and it’s your works that are so important because ‘work out 
your salvation with fear and trembling.’  

Taken in context what does the rest of the verse say?  

“For it is God who worketh in you both to will and to do of His good pleasure.”   
         Philippians 2:13 

 2 Timothy 2:15 “Study to show thyself approved of God, a workman that  
  needeth not be ashamed, rightly dividing the Word of Truth.” 
 
 Acts 20:27 “Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the  
  which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of  
  God, which he hath purchased with His own blood.” 
 
V: 8 “glory” – the lust of the eyes. 
 

 Three temptations, the same as with Eve in the garden of Eden.  Genesis 3:6 
 

 Lust of the flesh  body. 
 Lust of the eyes  soul. 
 Pride of life  spirit. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lesson / application: 
 
Mark 8:36-37 “For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world, and loses 

his own soul?  Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?” 

 
V: 9 It was / is Satan’s to give, no dispute given.   
 

 God gave dominion of the world to Adam who in turn gave dominion to 
Satan through his decision to follow him. 
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 Satan wants to be worshipped. 
 
 Isaiah 14:12-14 “12How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the  
  morning!  How art thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the  
  nations!  13For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will 
  exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of  
  the congregation, in the sides of the north:  14I will ascend above the  
  heights of the clouds; I will be like the Most High.” 
 

 Satan is speaking to Jesus, a creation speaking to the creator, there is no 
authority there. 

 
 Clay to the potter: 
 
Romans 9:20-21 “20Nay but, O man, who art thou that repliest against  
  God?  Shall the thing formed say to him that formed it, why hast  
  thou made me thus?  21Hath not the potter power over the clay, of  
  the same lump to make one vessel unto honour, and another unto  
  dishonour?” 
 
Isaiah 45:9 “Woe unto him that striveth with his Maker!  Let the potsherd 
 strive with the potsherds of the earth.  Shall the clay say to Him that 
 fashioneth it, what makest thou?  Or thy work, He hath no hands?” 
 

 As we place ourselves under God’s authority, Satan has no authority over us. 
 

1 Corinthians 7:22-23 “22For he that is called in the Lord, being a 
servant, is the Lord’s freeman: likewise also he that is called, being 
free, is Christ’s servant.  23Ye are bought with a price; be not ye the 
servants of men.” 

 
Galatians 2:20 “I am crucified with Christ; nevertheless I live; yet not 

I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I 
live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave Himself 
for me.” 

 
 Satan only has what authority we give him. 

 
2 Peter 2:19  “While they promise them liberty, they themselves are slaves 

of corruption; for by whom a person is overcome, by him also he is 
brought into bondage.” 

 
Why did Jesus put up with this? He saw beyond the trial to glory. 

 
Hebrews 12:2 “Looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who 

for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the 
shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.” 
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 Satan’s lie: happiness & fulfillment apart from the cross. 

 
 Ours is a culture of instant gratification.  Benefits w/o work or sacrifice.  The 

 fast food industry is built on it, so it the lottery. 
 

 Bench press 500 pounds?  Willing to work out every day? 
 Quote any scripture at will?  Willing to study the Bible 3-4 hours a day? 
 Play the guitar?  Willing to practice and practice? 

 
 
V: 10 Quoting Deuteronomy 6:13, 10:20. “It is written…” 
 

 It’s not the mere quotation of the scriptures that drives Satan away, it’s the 
willingness to obey and do it! 

 
 Jesus fought this battle with the “Sword of the Spirit”. 

 
 Ephesians 6:11-18  “11Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be  
  able to stand against the wiles of the devil.  12For we wrestle not against  
  flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the  
  rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high  
  places.  13wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may  
  be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.  14Stand 
  therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the   
  breastplate of righteousness; 15And your feet shod with the preparation of  
  the gospel of peace; 16Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye  
  shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked.  17And take the  
  helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.   
  18Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and   
  watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints.” 
 

“Get thee hence” / “Away with you, Satan!”  
 

 Same as the rebuke of Peter / Satan in Matthew 16:23, same topic / tactic 
– don’t go to the cross. 

 
 Matthew 16:21-23 “21From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto His   
  disciples, how that He must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of  
  the elders and of the chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised 
  again the third day.  22Then Peter took Him, and began to rebuke Him,  
  saying, be it far from thee, Lord: this shall not be unto thee.  23But he  
  turned, and said unto Peter, get thee behind Me, Satan: thou art an   
  offence unto Me: for thou savourest not the things that be of God, but  
  those that be of men.” 
 

 Satan, through Peter – sought to have Jesus avoid the cross. 
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V: 11 Satan had to obey, Jesus has all the power and authority. 
 

Matthew 28:18 “… all power is given unto Me in heaven and in earth.” 
 

James 4:7 “… Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.” 
 

 Satan left Him, for a time.  
 

Luke 4:13 “And when the devil had ended all the temptation, he departed from 
Him for a season.” 

 
 
Summary / Choice: 

Responding to the issues of life either in the Spirit or in the flesh. 
 
 
V: 12 There is a one year gap between verses 11 and 12, this is based on the 

chronology and other Gospel accounts. 
 
 
V: 13-15 Capernaum became Jesus’ H.Q., the geographical center of His ministry. 
 

 Jesus went to Capernaum so that the scriptures would again be fulfilled. (V: 16) 
 

 The Gentiles needed to hear the Gospel as well. 
 

Romans 1:11, 16. “For I long to see you, that I may impart to you some spiritual 
gift, so that you may be established” - - “For I am not ashamed of the 
gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God unto salvation for everyone who 
believeth, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.” 

 
V: 16 Fulfillment of prophecies given in Isaiah:   Isaiah 9:1-2, Isaiah 42:7 
 

 Jesus is that light. 
 
 John 1:4 “In Him was life, and the life was the light of men.” 
 

John 8:12 “Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, I am the light of 
the world.  He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have 
the light of life.” 

 
 
V: 17 “Repent” – first word of His public ministry. 
 

 John the Baptist’s ministry ends, being imprisoned so Jesus picks up where he 
left off with the same basic message: Repent. 
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“Kingdom of Heaven”  this phrase is used 32X’s in Matthew’s Gospel, as opposed 

to the “Kingdom of God” in Mark, Luke, and John. 
 

 The Jews were looking for a physical Kingdom of God, Matthew via Jesus points 
to and emphasizes the “spiritual” kingdom. 

 
 “… is at hand.” – the Kingdom of Heaven is before you… 

 
 
V: 18-20 God takes our natural gifts and uses them for His glory. 
 

 The apostles were obedient to the call.   
 

 They’d seen Jesus before and followed Him, but had gone back to fishing. 
 
 John 1:35-42 
 

 The “call” is different for different people, God didn’t give me the option, except to 
obey. 

 
Luke 9:62 “And Jesus said to him, no man, having put his hand to the plow, 

and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.” 
 
 
V: 21 “mending” – James and John’s natural skills.  Later put to use mending the 

church through the epistles and Gospel of John, the book of Revelation, all 
directed to the church. 

 
 
V: 22 Obedience is better than sacrifice. 1 Samuel 15:22  
 
 Mark 8:34 “Whosoever will come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up 

 his cross, and follow Me.” 
 
V: 23 The key elements to Jesus’ ministry: Teaching, preaching, and healing. 
 
V: 24 Lunatic meant those with epilepsy.  Palsey meant those with paralysis. 
  (6 infirmities, 5 groups) 

 
V: 25 Multitudes of people 
 
 John 3:16  “For God so loved the world” 
 
 Genesis 12:3 All the families of the earth shall be blessed. 
 
 Genesis 22:18 And in thy seed shall all the nations of the Earth be blessed. 
 
 
Matthew.04 
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